
YYuussaakkuu  HHoorriiuucchhii, Australian National University, Australia

R
o

u
t

l
e

d
g

e

CCoonntteennttss::  1. Introduction 2. Turnout Twist: Higher Voter Turnout in Lower-Level Elections 
3. A Rational Choice Model of Relative Voter Turnout 4. Three Levels of Quantitative Tests 
5. Culture or Institution? Elections in a Traditional Society 6. Conclusion Appendix A. 
Cross-National Analysis: Data Sources Appendix B. French Communal Elections Appendix C.
Survey Data Analysis: Question Wording and Coding Appendix D. A Single Vote Can be
Decisive: Examples from Japan Bibliography Index

Nissan Institute/Routledge Japanese Studies
RRoouuttlleeddggee

February 2005: 216x138: illus. 5 line drawings
Hb: 0-415-33176-5: ££6600..0000

IInnssttiittuuttiioonnss,,  IInncceennttiivveess  aanndd  EElleeccttoorraall  
PPaarrttiicciippaattiioonn  iinn  JJaappaann

Cross-level and cross-national perspectives

American and European political scientists have claimed that
subnational elections almost always record lower voter
turnout than national elections. In Japan, however, 
municipal elections often record considerably higher turnout
than national elections, particularly in small towns and 
villages. 
Institutions, Incentives and Electoral Participation in Japan
theoretically and empirically explores this puzzling 'turnout
twist' phenomenon in Japan from comparative 
perspectives. Based on the rational choice approach, the
book hypothesizes that relative voter turnout in 
subnational vs. national elections is determined by the 
relative magnitudes of how much is at stake ('election 
significance') and how much votes count ('vote significance')
in these elections. Using a wealth of new data, the author
shows the explanatory power of the hypothesis, and 
concludes that the counter-intuitive 'turnout twist' in Japan
is a result of Japanese citizens responding to incentives 
produced by institutions. No matter how traditional a 
society is, incentives always affect behavior.
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